
What is the CIELO Fund?
“Cielo” means “sky” or “heaven” 
in Spanish. The name signals 
hope – sky’s the limit – and gives a 
nod to the aspirations, resilience, 
and dreams that define the Inland 
Empire’s Latino community.

The Cultivating Inland Empire Latino Opportunity 
(CIELO) Fund at IECF launched in 2022 at the Inland 
Empire Community Foundation. The CIELO Fund’s 
mission is to uplift and invest in organizations, 
initiatives and ideas that are led by – and serve – 
Latinos in the Inland Empire. Leading the effort is 
CIELO Fund founder, chair, and IECF Board Chair, Jesse
Melgar, who, along with regional Latino leaders who 
make up the Leadership and Grantmaking Committee,
have raised close to $2 million to jumpstart the efforts
within its first 2 years. Over 300 foundations, companies,

 

colleges, universities, organizations, and individuals 
have supported the CIELO Fund directly.

The CIELO Fund is housed at the Inland Empire
Community Foundation (IECF) and is dedicated to 
empowering the lives of Latinos in the Inland Empire by 
uplifting and investing in organizations, initiatives and 
ideas that are led by—and serve—Latinos in our region.

What are the benefits of the CIELO Fund?
• �Support Latino led and serving nonprofit

organizations doing impactful work throughout 
the Inland Empire

• Learn about issues impacting Latinos
• Combine your gift with others to enhance impact
• �Network with other Latinos who are 

philanthropically minded and living their passion

Based on the funds raised, grants are made at least 
annually. Using “participatory grant making,” several 
donors (including the Chair) and several nonprofits 
work together with IECF’s Grants and Community
Impact team to decide and distribute grant funding.

Funds will be disbursed based on the committee’s 
recommendations in one or both of the following ways:

• �By open call, competitive application
• By invitation only
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Notably, the Inland Empire became predominately Latino for the first time. In 2010, 
47.3% of the Inland Empire was Latino and that number has now shifted to 51.6%.

~ Daily Bulletin, 8/12/21
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"The CIELO Fund has raised more than $1 million in its first annual outing. The CIELO Fund’s impact has been felt in the region. It 
has granted $280,000 to 25 organizations, awarded $125,000 in scholarships to Latino college students, published original research
that further fuel its reach, and worked to uplift more positive narratives for Latinos in the region through partnerships with The
Desert Sun and the IE Latino Voices radio segment on KVCR/NPR."

~ Press Enterprise
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DONATE TODAY!

Latinos are the largest ethnic group in the Inland Empire, but this 
growth isn’t reflected in targeted philanthropic investments in the 
community regionally. The Inland Empire Community Foundation 
is leading a strategy that specifically lifts up the Latino 
community.
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"We are truly grateful for our donors, sponsors and supporters who 
have helped the CIELO Fund raise more than one million dollars to 
invest directly into the Latino community. The impact is causing ripple
effects throughout our region and we are just getting started." 

JESSE MELGAR
IECF Board Chair,
Founder & Chair of the CIELO Fund
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Donations may be made directly to the CIELO Fund at www.iegives.org/donate: 
For more information, contact Brie Griset Smith, CSPG, Chief Development Officer 
at bgrisetsmith@iegives.org or call 951.241.7777.
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