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CIELO Fund 2026 Grant Application

Request for Proposals
 
Launched in 2022 at the Inland Empire Community Foundation, the Cultivating Inland Empire Latino Opportunity Fund (CIELO Fund) is dedicated to uplifting and investing in the Inland Empire’s Latino community. The CIELO Fund supports organizations, initiatives, and innovations that are led by–and serve–Latinos in Riverside and San Bernardino counties. The CIELO Fund also invests in the next generation of leaders through the CIELO Fund Scholarship Program, commissions original research, and works on efforts that promote positive narratives for Latinos in the IE. We are excited to open applications to apply for the CIELO Fund’s annual call for grant applications for 2026.
 
CIELO Fund - Funding Focus
 
Latinos are now the majority of the Inland Empire, making up 51.5% of the population, and are expected to be 74% of the region’s population by 2060. With this growth comes increased opportunity but also areas where disparities persist. The CIELO Fund has commissioned three reports (UCR, USC, Latinos LEAD), a 2024 UC Berkeley poll, and a UCLA poll on local workers  of Latino residents. Affordability, access to opportunity and belonging are key throughlines in each report which will inform our grantmaking priorities in 2026. 

The CIELO Fund Grantmaking Committee intends to fund Latino serving nonprofit organizations (NPO) headquartered, founded, and anchored in the Inland Empire, with operating budgets $500k and under, and that support inclusion, with strong consideration for the following: 

	Latino Led
	Latino Empowering

	Latino leaders are in a position of influence within the organization meaning: 
 
1. A Majority of the Board is Latino, AND
2. Executive Director is
Latino, or the Executive Leadership and Organizational Lead is majority Latino
 
	Organizations that are committed to serving and empowering Latinos as evidenced by:
 
1. Programmatic services that prioritizes and target the needs of Latinos
2. Has a history of serving Latinos

Note: We recognize and acknowledge the diversity in how our community identifies. We use the term “Latino” when referring to those in our community who may also identify as “Latinx,” “Hispanic,” “Latine,” and “Latin@,” among others. We define the “Inland Empire” region as fully inclusive of the counties of Riverside and San Bernardino. We also consider supporting allied organizations that may not be Latino-identified but that work to empower all who call the region home. 


Project/Grant Scope
 
The project and grant scope is limited to the Inland Empire, and all funded activities will be limited to Riverside County and San Bernardino County only, with special consideration given to those organizations headquartered, founded, and anchored in the region. Only organizations with operating budgets of $500k or less will be prioritized this grant cycle. Previous CIELO Fund grantees are welcome to apply. Organizations that demonstrate a commitment to impactful, innovative solutions to the issue areas below will be prioritized for funding by the grant committee:
· Affordable Housing: The CIELO Fund will prioritize investments in organizations seeking to identify and support housing initiatives or campaigns aimed at identifying stable, dignified living conditions that increase awareness or access to affordable housing. 
· Food Insecurity: The CIELO Fund will support programs that improve access to fresh, affordable foods, building a foundation for healthier communities.
· Childcare and Eldercare: The CIELO Fund will support organizations and initiatives that expand access to affordable, quality childcare and eldercare options, enabling families to thrive across generations.
· Good Jobs and Reliable Energy: The CIELO Fund will back initiatives that advocate for attracting high-quality jobs, promote fair wages, and advance access to clean, reliable energy for all.
· Quality Education & Job Training: The CIELO Fund will invest in education and workforce training programs or initiatives led by organizations concerned with preparing the region for success in high-demand careers and emerging industries.
· Transportation: The CIELO Fund will support organizations and initiatives seeking to enhance public transit and infrastructure, ensuring affordable and reliable transportation options for Inland Empire residents.
· Cell and Internet Service: The CIELO Fund will support organizations and initiatives aiming to close the digital divide, ensuring equitable access to affordable and high-speed internet and cell service.
· Safe Communities: The CIELO Fund will support organizations and initiatives that promote safety, restorative justice, and community resilience to create environments where all residents feel secure.
· Support for Immigrants: The CIELO Fund will support organizations and initiatives that provide critical legal, financial, and rapid support to immigrant families throughout the region. 
· Clean Water: The CIELO Fund will support organizations and initiatives that protect and expand access to clean, safe drinking water for vulnerable communities in the Inland Empire.



Eligibility and Objectives
 
Eligibility
· Nonprofit, public benefit organizations with evidence of tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and not classified as a private foundation. Organizations with fiscal sponsors are also eligible to apply.
· Organizations that operate so that they do not discriminate in the hiring of staff or in providing services on the basis of race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, age, national origin or disability. 
· Organizations with operating budgets of $500k or less.
· For media and narrative grants, consideration will be given to media outlets and projects. 

Grantmaking Objectives 
· Seek local, regional, and state policy solutions;
· Address a high need impacting Latinos; 
· Provide flexible, unrestricted support to carefully selected nonprofits that demonstrate the interest and ability to strengthen their organizational effectiveness and capacity.
· Support nonprofits providing quality, essential services in the areas of leadership development & capacity building, economic mobility, educational equity, health equity, housing security, environmental equity & climate change, racial equity and immigrant inclusion. 
· Support small budget sizes, levels of capacity, and infrastructure. 
· Benefit a large number of disadvantaged, vulnerable, marginalized, and/or underserved people.
· Shape and promote positive narratives about Latinos in the Inland Empire and beyond.
 
One Year General Operating Support Grants 
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.eq1xr97qth3y]Grants awarded are for general operating costs and may support efforts that enable an organization to effectively carry out its mission by strengthening organizational capacity and infrastructure while advancing one of the CIELO Fund’s key areas of focus.  The maximum request and award is $15,000 for one year.  Requests over this amount will be disqualified. Please note that not all awards will be $15,000 – many may be smaller. 
 
Timeline 

December 15, 2025 - Grant opportunity announced:  To apply, click here 
January 8, 2026 - Technical assistance workshop 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _GoBack]January 31, 2026 - Applications due
March 2026 – Decisions released
 
Application Review 
 
Grants are awarded on a competitive basis.  Applications will be screened for eligibility and completeness by Inland Empire Community Foundation (IECF) staff.  The CIELO Fund Grantmaking Committee will evaluate eligible applications and make grant recommendations to the IECF Board of Directors for final approval. While we hope to support as many grants as possible, funding is limited. 
 
Notification of Results
 
Applicants will be notified of the results in March 2026. 


NARRATIVE QUESTIONS
 
I.               Provide a brief overview about your organization, your work and more specifically, the Latino communities you serve:
 
II.              Describe your organization’s key priority area: leadership development & capacity building, economic mobility, educational equity, health equity, housing security, environmental equity & climate change, racial equity and immigrant inclusion, or narrative change  (Refer to the Guidelines, Project Scope).
 
III.            What is the organization's history for working on this priority area and what impact has it made to date?
 
IV.            What is your specific goal, objective, and what specific activities will your organizations do to reach your goal over the next 12 months?
 
V.             Who are your partners in your current efforts? Are you collaborating with others or participating in larger/regional efforts? If so, describe your collaborative efforts. 
 
VI.            How will these funds help your organization achieve more? What gaps are you trying to fill? 
 
 
Complete Demographic % of Latinos :
 
a.           ____ Currently Serving on Board
b.           ____ Executive Leadership
c.            ____ Staff
d.           ____ Volunteers
e.           ____ Constituency/Clients/Members served
f.             Communities Served ___ Riverside ____ San Bernardino ___ Both  Cities: _______________________________________________
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